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BLEACHER SAFETY PLAN

PURPOSE

Recently, lawmakers from Minnesota asked the Consumer Products Safety Commission
to issue guidelines to establish bleacher safety standards. These guidelines would set
the standards that companies would have to meet regarding the production, erection,
and retrofitting of bleacher facilities, as well as inspection checklists to be sure that
the bleachers are structurally sound. Effective January 1, 2002, all bleachers will
have to conform to the Uniform Building Code proposed in 2000.

GOALS OF PLAN

1. Reduce/Eliminate accidents on school bleacher facilities.

2. Increase/Maintain the protection of the individuals using the facility.

3. Provide checklists and training for staff to perform regular bleacher safety
inspections.

4. Maintain appropriate documentation of training, inspections, and accidents
that may occur regarding the use of the bleacher facility.

POLICY

It is the goal of the district to provide and maintain safe bleacher facilities for the
public. In order to meet this goal, the district has developed standard operating
procedures to help maintain their facilities and protect the users. These procedures
will not necessarily eliminate all accidents and injuries, but it will make all attempts
to reduce the possibility of them occurring. District personnel will follow the
following guidelines:

1. Manufacturers’ specifications shall be followed when installing bleachers.
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2. Retrofitting bleachers will be done to meet the UBC guidelines for bleachers
set forth in 2000.

3. Trained employees will do all inspections, repairs, maintenance, and
documentation. These will all be done in accordance with current standards
set forth by the C.P.S.C. and the U.B.C.

4. Any accidents/injuries will be recorded.

TRAINING

To ensure proper and consistent inspections and maintenance are done, specific
school personnel will be trained and understand the current guidelines regarding
properly maintained bleacher facilities. Properly trained school personnel and/or
professionals will handle any issues regarding the repairing or erection of a
whole/part of the bleacher system. Any handling of the bleacher facility will be
documented by the school district and kept on file in the BLEACHER SAFETY PLAN.

ACCIDENTS/INJURIES

The purpose of the Bleacher Safety Management Plan is to reduce/eliminate accidents
and injuries and provides a safe bleacher facility. When accidents or injuries occur,
the school district sees that it is important to document the accident or injury and to
take corrective measures if necessary. All accidents/injury reports will be kept in the
BLEACHER SAFETY PLAN.

AUDITS/INSPECTIONS

Audits and inspections are a vital part of the Bleacher Safety Management Plan. In
order to reduce/eliminate accidents and injuries, the district must thoroughly inspect
the bleacher facilities based on UBC and CPSC guidelines and requirements.

1. The safety audit is a one-time initial inspection to perform an in depth analysis
of the entire bleacher facility. It helps to recognize the need for repair,
removal, or retrofitting of the bleacher system to meet the standards set forth
by the Uniform Building Code (UBC), and the Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC).

2. The safety inspections are routine inspections to be sure that the bleachers are
maintained properly to provide maximum safety for its users. A detailed
checklist will be used for these inspections, and trained school personnel will
keep documentation.

***All audit and inspection forms will be kept in the BLEACHER SAFETY file or in the
CUSTODIAL MANUAL.

Program Plans Advanced Health, Safety and Security



